
JOB AD: 
 
The Science-Creativity research team (made up of faculty members from The Michael Smith 
Laboratories, the UBC Faculty of Education, and the University of Calgary Werklund School of 
Education) is interested in hiring 2 graduate research assistants (GRAs) to assist in a study of an 
elementary science and creativity field trip program. The Science Creative Literacy Symposia 
(http://www.bioteach.ubc.ca/portfolio/science-creative-literacy-symposia/) invites students in Grades 5-
7 to UBC campus to participate in a day-long collaborative workshop led by graduate students in science 
and in creative writing. The research team is exploring how the program impacts their understanding of 
scientific creativity and of themselves as scientific and creative.  
 
The GRAs will assist in both data collection and data analysis as well as playing a key role in organizing 
logistics around survey administration and survey response collection. Working closely with the project 
team, the GRAs are expected (but not limited to) to do the following duties: 
  
- Review literature to gather published attitudinal scales and strategies from studies of a similar nature to 
help guide the development process 
- Help develop mixed-methods questionnaire and interview protocols (which may include the adaption 
of statements from existing instruments) 
- Conduct student focus groups and interviews  
- Attend the student workshops to administer questionnaires and observe student groups 
- Organize and conduct focus groups in local schools 
- Summarize focus group data and conduct preliminary data analysis 
-  Other duties as assigned 
 
Required Qualifications 
- Currently enrolled in UBC Faculty of Education graduate degree program, preferably in science 
education or related field. 
- Good understanding of ethical conduct of educational research 
- General knowledge of educational research methods and data analysis 
 
Desired Qualifications 
- Experience with instrument design or interview/observation protocol design 
- Experience with conducting focus groups and interviews 
- Background in students’ perception of science, attitudes towards science, scientific identity or other 
related constructs.   
 
Duration/Pay: Each $612 per month (approximately 5 hours per week), starting in February 2015 until 
June 2015.  Note that as the field trip runs on Mondays, it is preferable that GRAs are relatively flexible 
on this day of the week. 
 
To apply, please submit a cover letter and a CV to Dr. David Ng at db@mail.ubc.ca.  Deadline for 
application is January 31st, 2015. 
 
 
 


